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Election Reform — will it
ever end?

Let’s hope there aren’t too many
problems on Nov. 7". The third part
of the state study was sent to all
members last month. PLEASE
READ IT! If you do not have your
copy of the Election Reform Study,
please find it at
http://www.lwvwa.org/

Then come to the consensus meet-
ing on Nov. 18"—9:30 to noon—at
the WECU Education Bldg. on the
corner of Holly Street and High St.
The consensus questions are else-
where in this newsletter.

It has been some time since we
have had a consensus meeting and
we have new members who may be
new to the process. In answering
the questions on the 18™, we will find
those answers that are the “sense of
the meeting” - it is more than a ma-
jority; we don’t usually vote. Some-
times a minority opinion may be in-
cluded. Marian Beddill, Myra
Ramos, Rosemary Hostetler and Jo
Morgan will lead the discussions.
Edie Norton will be the scribe at the
board.

by Jo Morgan
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Here is your opportunity to make a difference in the
League of Women Voters of Washington. Your point
of view is highly valued in this organization. Members

please review the Election Reform Study sent out
previously and come prepared to discuss the ques-
tions listed on page 3 of this newsletter.

Will be held in
the Whatcom
Educational Credit

Union Meeting
Room

@ 511 E. Holly St.

9:30 a.m. Social Time
9:45 a.m. Program

Refreshments served at 9:30 AM

*For Members Only—If your last name begins
with A through M please bring cookies or sweet
breads to be served at this meeting.
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The Department of Ecology (Ecology) re-
leased the decision-making documents for cleanup
of the Whatcom Waterway and GP treatment lagoon
on October 10. These documents, called the Reme-
dial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS), give de-
tails on the type and extent of contamination and
tentatively select a preferred cleanup option. The RI/
FS is available for public review and comment
through December 9. The public comment period
gives citizens a chance to review the data, read
Ecology’s rationale, and weigh in on the proposed
cleanup. The tentatively-selected alternative can
become the chosen alternative, only after Ecology
addresses public comments. In fact, public com-
ment can alter the selected alternative.

Because there has been years of activity
around the cleanup and a recent focus on waterfront
redevelopment, the release of the RI/FS has been
met with some confusion. For the sake of clarifica-
tion, allow me to say this again, we are currently in
the public comment period for the sediment cleanup
of the Whatcom Waterway and ASB. Don't confuse
this cleanup plan with past documents, which be-
came irrelevant once the Port of Bellingham (Port)
took ownership of the GP property. Also note that
this RI/FS deals with the cleanup of sediments in
water, only. Another, very separate RI/FS will be
released to deal with the cleanup of the uplands. A
third issue is the redevelopment of the waterfront as
a whole. This process, called the New Whatcom
Development Plan, is focused on how we as a com-
munity will use our waterfront, not the cleanup at all.

Ecology’s tentatively identified alternative
takes into account the Port’s desired land use
changes. The Port wishes to convert the GP lagoon
into a marina and convert the Inner Whatcom Wa-
terway to a locally-managed waterway. These land
use changes have implications for cleanup. The
most cost-effective way to achieve these goals is to
remove contamination in GP’s lagoon and to leave it
in the Inner Whatcom Waterway; this is what Ecol-
ogy’s preferred alternative does.

The debated issues on cleanup focus pri-
marily on the contamination level we deem “safe” for

our community and whether we should remove the
sediments or cap them in place.

Sediments in the Whatcom Waterway and
sludges in the GP treatment lagoon are contaminated
with mercury (used in GP’s old chlorine plant) and phe-
nolic compounds (wood byproducts). The cleanup tar-
gets mercury because it is a persistent toxin, accumu-
lates in fish, marine mammals, and people, and affects
the neurological development of children. Cleanup of
the phenolic compounds should theoretically occur as
mercury is cleaned up, since they are, to some extent,
co-located. Mercury contamination exceeds the mini-
mum cleanup level in the Whatcom Waterway, by as
much as 19 times, with the most contaminated sedi-
ments about 5 inches below the surface. In GP’s la-
goon, mercury contamination is 34 times higher than
the cleanup level, but it is not a risk at present because
it is contained within the lagoon.

The two cleanup remedies Ecology is consid-
ering for the Whatcom Waterway are dredging and
capping, the burial of contaminated sediment with
clean sediment. Removal by dredging is a more per-
manent solution, but presents a short-term risk be-
cause it may disturb and release buried mercury. Cap-
ping presents less of a short term risk, but is usually
less permanent, depending on cap depth and possible
disturbance of the cap, via storm activity or other
forces. Caps must be monitored in order to ensure
that contaminants do not leach or erode.

The best possible cleanup for the Whatcom
Waterway is sure to include a mixture of capping and
dredging. The North Sound Baykeeper is advocating
for removal of mercury in the waterway and the la-
goon, wherever it is above the cleanup level. You may
or may not agree. In order to get the best possible
cleanup, it is important that we all educate ourselves,
weigh the issues, and participate.

To learn more and affect the cleanup, go to www.re-
sources.org/baykeeper.htm or www.ecy.wa.gov

By Wendy Steffensen, North Sound Baykeeper
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- Phyllis Haberstroh




November 2006

Page 3

" O$% 0

1. The statewide Voter Registration Database
(VRDB) is now up and running:

a. Should information matching be a new condi-
tion of eligibility to vote? Are the current stan-
dards required in this state too restrictive, not
restrictive enough, or adequate? Explain.

b. What should the state’s next step be?

c. Should provisions be made for interconnecting
all states’ systems? Discuss the pros and
cons of a nationwide database.

2. Current law requires random audits of ballots from
direct recording electronic voting machines (DRES):
a. Is current state law requiring random audits of

up to four percent of DRE’s adequate?

b. Should state law require random audits of
all ballots cast in polling places? Sugges-
tions for random audits have ranged from
two to five percent of precincts (or batches)
in a county? Is this adequate? What about
absentee ballots?

3. Should registration of new voters require proof
of citizenship? If yes, what should that proof be?

4. Should state law be changed to require that all
mail-in ballots be received at election departments by
the time the polls close on Election Day? Is there
another alternative?
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Please welcome new members Louise Balonik,
Evelyn P. Mason, Jenesta Ferguson and Betsy
Gross. Betsy joined us in July and came from
Cleveland, Ohio. She is interested in Govern-
ment, City Council and County Council Observing,
Growth Management, Water & Property Rights.
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At our last board meeting we were educated and enter-
tained by Marian Beddill (past LWV Board Member),
who spoke on behalf of Whatcom Fair Voting, a non
partisan advocacy group who are working to promote
the integrity of the electoral process. They meet
monthly on 2nd Thursday @ 10 AM in the Community
Food Co-op meeting room. There is also an email dis-
cussion group that you can subscribe to by sending an
email to WhatcomFairVoting-

subscribe @yahoogroups.com.
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Soapbox Series brown-bag lunches take place from
noon to 1 :30 p.m. the third Thursday of the month.
The next one is on November 16™ at 12 noon until 1:30
PM.

Itis entitled, "A Long Look at Legislation." Representa-
tives of the Seattle-based Women's Law Center will
preview bills affecting women and families that are ex-
pected to be debated during the 2007 legislative ses-
sion.

Please add these members to your member
handbooks:

Louise Balonik 5468 Northwest Dr. 98226;
Evelyn P. Mason 914 17th Street, 98225;
Janesta Ferguson 801 Highland Dr. 98225
Betsy Gross 1949 South Hills Place, 98229

3%% . 4
- %2)-5-

Officers:

Board Co-Chairs

Rosemary Hostetler 738-4616

Jo Morgan 756-0730
Margaret Woll, 1st VP 734-8427
Phyllis Haberstroh, 2nd VP 734-5595
Georgia MacGregor, Treasurer 738-4616
Elsie Heinrich, Secretary 671-9534
Other Directors & Chairs:
Dorothy Davis 647-0959
Joan Airoldi 966-4898
Nan Skinner 354-6022
Darlene McLeod 733-2032
Chris Tucker 734-8815
Jo Pullen 752-2300
League Office Phone 734-2366
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The Social Justice Committee of the Bellingham
Unitarian Fellowship is sponsoring a forum on
health care, entitled "Crisis in Health Care? What
Crisis?" to be held Tuesday, November 14, 2006
from 7:00PM - 9:00 PM at the church.

The speakers will be Ken Oplinger, CEO and Di-
rector, Bellingham/Whatcom Chamber of Com-
merce, Dr. David Lynch, Vice-President of Family
Care Network, and Chris Lindberg, Board member
of United for National Health Care. The moderator
is Bob Davis, member of the Social Justice Com-
mittee.

The purpose of the forum is to address the prob-
lems in our current health care system from the
perspectives of the small business community, the
medical community, and a citizen action commit-
tee promoting a single payer health care system.
The program will include opportunities for partici-

pants to answer questions and to participate in
dialog with the audience.

There will be refreshments following the pro-

gram.
Submitted by Jo Pullen
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