
LWV General Meeting 

Saturday, October 21, 2006 
 

“Bellingham Bay Clean-up” 
Why Are We Still So Confused?  

 

Come hear a lively round table discussion...  

Featuring: 

 Rep. Kelli Linville, 42nd Leg. District;  

Mike Stoner, Port of Bellingham;  

John Watts, Bellingham City Council;  

Ana Hall-Evans, Bellingham Bay Foundation;  

& Wendy Steffensen, North Sound Baykeeper 
(See additional information article on page 3) 

 

State Ballot Issues: 
I-920 (Estate Tax)  - Bruce Smith, estate attorney will 

give us the big picture on 920.  We will also hear from 
a representative from the No on 920 campaign 

I-937 (The Clean Energy Initiative) a spokesperson 
from Conservation Northwest will address                 

this measure 
 

9:30 a.m. Social Time 

9:45 a.m. Program 

Downtown Public Library 
(Lecture Room in Basement)  

Refreshments served at 9:30 AM  
 

*For Members Only—If your last name begins with N 
through Z please bring cookies or sweet breads to be 

served at this meeting. 
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I hope that all members will bring a 
non-League friend to the October 21st 
meeting at the Library.  Our program 
committee (Darlene McCloed, Phyllis 
Haberstroh, Judith Wiseman, and 
Marge Laidlaw) have been working to 
present a very balanced presentation 
concerning the Bay Cleanup issue.  
Presenting programs that educate and 
involve all points of view are impor-
tant.  Elsewhere in this newsletter are 
the particulars. 
 
As these last few weeks before the 
election sneak up on us,  I must urge 
you all to help with the “No on 933” 
campaign.  Never has there been an 
issue that will undermine all the coop-
eration between our county and city in 
determining reasonable growth pat-
terns. 
 
I-933 will take it all away.  Similar bal-
lot measures are on the ballot in 
Idaho, Michigan, New Hampshire, 
South Caroline, Georgia, North Da-
kota, and California.  Oregon and Ne-
vada have issues that would limit 
“eminent domain.”   From the New 
York Times, Oct. 8th:  “These initia-
tives have all been funded by Fund for 
Democracy, headed by Howard S. 
Rich, the New York real estate inves-
tor who is chairman of the libertarian 
group Americans for Limited Govern-
ment.”  They have hired the signature 
gatherers in all of these states to get  
the issue on the ballot. 
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- Phyllis Haberstroh 
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“Most of the measures would limit eminent do-
main to some degree, while others, in Western 
states, would go further, imposing new restric-
tions on government’s ability to enforce zoning 
laws, even if those laws are intended to reduce 
sprawl and improve safety.”  Oregon is seeing 
the devastation of their farm lands south of 
Portland because the government has no 
money to fight this issue.  (Measure 37 in Ore-
gon, two years ago.  Even the woman who was 
used in the ads to promote 37 wishes that she 
had not voted for it.  Her parents’ land, adjacent 
to hers has been turned into a 250 house sub-
division.) 
 
We in Whatcom County will lose the insightful 
planning that our city and county have been 
working on since 1996.  We will see urban 
sprawl into our very precious farm lands that 
supports major producers of berries, dairy prod-

ucts, and the variety of products that  make our 
Farmers’ Market viable. 
 
The No on 933 campaign has instructions so you 
can call people from your home.  You do not have 
to travel.  Two pages of simple directions will en-
able you to call (with a script) to encourage peo-
ple to vote No on 933.  They have identified peo-
ple who might be more apt to vote for this meas-
ure.  If they do not get called, they are apt to vote 
for this measure.    If you have email, I can send 
them to you.  If not, I will mail them to you.  We 
need you as soon as you get this newsletter; bal-
lots will be mailed on Oct. 18th.     
 
If you only do ONE thing for the League this year, 
as a volunteer, PLEASE DO THIS! 
 

Submitted by Jo Morgan 
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Initiative 933 creates a system that would force tax-
payers to pay people to follow laws that are already 
on the books or make local communities waive 
those protections. 

For example, if a land owner wants to put a strip 
mall in a neighborhood or a subdivision on farmland, 
taxpayers would have to pay the person not to build, 
or waive the community protection.  

Before local communities are even forced to waive 
laws for special interests, it will cost hundreds of 
millions of taxpayer dollars just to administer. I-933 
also mandates that taxpayers must pay for all claim-
ants' attorneys' fees. 

Initiative 933 is written so irresponsibly that it leaves 
voters guessing and doesn't say where the money 

will come from, who gets to be exempted from the law, 
or who decides. Answering these questions will create 
a costly legal mess and taxpayers will get stuck with 
the bill.  

Initiative 933 is also retroactive at least 10 years! That 
means important protections that our communities rely 
on could be rolled back.  

The extreme costs to taxpayers are not only mone-
tary, but I-933 forces communities to waive laws that 
will create loopholes for irresponsible development 
leading to more traffic congestion, taking away a com-
munity's right to decide how it wants to look in the fu-
ture, and result in an overall diminished quality of life.  

I-933 is bad for Washington. Vote NO on 933.  

http://noon933.org/why_vote_no/index.php  
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Interested in Washington State news and political 
activity? Want to read a variety of perspectives on a 
current issue in the local news?  Check out the 
Washington newspapers available through your li-
brary’s subscription to Proquest. 
Here’s how: 
 
1. Go to Whatcom County Library System web 
page at www.wcls.org or the Bellingham Public Li-
brary web page at www.bellinghampubliclibrary.org 
2. Click on the link to databases. 
3. Scroll down, looking for the heading of 
“Newspapers” and choose Proquest Washington 
Newsstand. 
4. Enter your library barcode number when re-
quested. Another window will open with the data-
base. 
5. You can do a general search that will look in all 
of the Washington papers or you can click on the 
Publications tab to select a particular paper to 
browse or search. 

Following is a list of the papers: 
 

Columbian; Vancouver, Wash.   Full Text: 1995 - current  
Daily News; Longview, Wash.   Full Text: 1991 - 1997  
Eastside Journal; Bellevue, Wash.   Full Text: 1994 - 1997  
The Herald; Everett, Wash.   Full Text: 2001 - current  
Journal of Business; Spokane   Full Text: 1991 - current  
Mercer Island Reporter; Mercer Island, Wash.  Full Text: 1995 - 
1996  
The News Tribune; Tacoma, Wash.   Full Text: 1993 - current  
Peninsula Daily News; Port Angeles, Wash.   Full Text: 1994 
- 1997  
Puget Sound Business Journal; Seattle   Full Text: 1999 - 2004  
Seattle Post - Intelligencer; Seattle, Wash.   Full Text: 1990 - 
current  
Seattle Times; Seattle, Wash.   Full Text: 1984 - current  
South County Journal; Kent, Wash.   Full Text: 1997 - 1997  
Spokesman Review; Spokane, Wash.   Full Text: 1991 - current  
The Sun; Bremerton, Wash.   Full Text: 1991 - 1997  
Tri City Herald; Pasco, Wash.   Full Text: 1991 - 1997  
Valley Daily News; Kent, Wash.   Full Text: 1991 - 1997  
Wenatchee World; Wenatchee, Wash.   Full Text: 1991 - 1997 
Yakima Herald - Republic; Yakima, Wash.   Full Text: 1998 - 
current  

Submitted by Joan Airoldi 
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Why is there continuing confusion regarding the 
clean-up of Bellingham Bay?  We will attempt to 
answer our questions in this ambitious program for 
a two hour meeting.  We will keep it moving and 
while there will be time for some questions from the 
audience, we may not be able to get to everyone.  
We encourage you to contact the participants indi-
vidually.   
 
Regarding Bellingham Bay Clean-up—please read 
the Department of Ecology report issued October 
10th for additional information.   
 
Regarding Initiative 933 (Government regulation of 
property use), the league covered this issue at its 
September meeting.  Please see the Secretary of 
State’s Voter’s Pamphlet for more information.  The 
League has taken a “ NO” position on I-933 and 
on I-920. 
 
LWVWA Supports  Initiative 937, the Clean En-
ergy Initiative, To learn more please go to 
www.energysecuritynow.org  or call 206-283-
3335. 

Submitted by Darlene McLeod 
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Current  Officers, Directors, & 
Chairs of B’ham/Whatcom League 
 
Officers: 
 
Board Co-Chairs 
   Rosemary Hostetler   738-4616 
   Jo Morgan    756-0730 
Margaret Woll, 1st VP   734-8427 
Phyllis Haberstroh, 2nd VP  734-5595 
Georgia MacGregor, Treasurer 738-4616 
Elsie Heinrich, Secretary  671-9534 
   
Other Directors & Chairs: 
Dorothy Davis    647-0959 
Joan Airoldi    966-4898 
Nan Skinner    354-6022 
Darlene McLeod   733-2032 
Chris Tucker    734-8815 
Jo Pullen    752-2300 
 
League Office Phone   734-2366 
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L e a g u e  o f  W o me n Vo t e r s  o f  
B e l l i n g ha m/  W ha tc om  C o un t y 

 

Saturday, October 21st   

12:30 PM   

Bellingham Public Market 

1530 Cornwall Avenue 

 
Please join us as we define  

exactly what events Voter Service should 
plan for Election 2007. 

 
Questions?   Call Georgia MacGregor  

@ 738-4616 or email rmac2@comcast.net  
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Saturday, November 18th 

10 AM—noon 
Election Reform  

Consensus Meeting! 
 

Please read the Election Reform Study, 
come to this meeting and help your League 
in the process of consensus.  Be a part of 
our educational aspect of the League of 

Women Voters.  Help determine our posi-
tions and be part of the solution!! 

 
If you do not have your copy of the Election 

Reform Study, please find it at http://
www.lwvwa.org/  

 
 






����
-���
����
	���.



